
Explorers to the North Pole



This is the North Pole. 
How has it changed over the years?



People from Minnesota 
Who Traveled to the North Pole

Buzz Kaplan
Owatonna

Ann Bancroft
Scandia

Will Steger
On the Mississippi



Buzz Kaplan
Loved Adventure



The Lost 
Squadron

In 1992, Kaplan 
joined the crew that 
went to the polar ice 
cap to dig up one of 
the planes from the 
Lost Squadron.



After many tries, the Greenland Expedition Society found one 
of the planes and brought the recovered parts to exhibit at the 
1992 Oshgosh Air Show. Twenty years later, the reassembled 
“Glacier Girl” (above) was displayed at the same show.



Kaplan went on to lead the “Friendship Flight to Antarctica” in 
1999. He and his crew flew to every country in Central America, 
South America, and the Caribbean. They connected with school 
children and adults through the Internet, posting photographs 
and journal entries. 

One reason for the trip was the excitement and adventure.



Ann Bancroft: First Woman

Ann Bancroft became the first woman to reach 
the North Pole on foot and by sled, when she joined 
the Will Steger International North Pole Expedition.



In February 2001,
Bancroft and Liv 
Arnesen became the 
first women in history 
to sail and ski across 
Antarctica’s landmass. 



Skiing Across Antarctica

Bancroft pulls her sledge up the glacier and 
past “The Wolf’s Tooth.”



Training for the Big Journey

To train for the journey, Bancroft and Arnesen 
pulled old tires behind them and practiced 
untangling sail lines at -40 degrees Fahrenheit.



Ann grew up 
investigating the 
wilderness areas 

of Minnesota, 
reading adventure 

books, and 
dreaming of 

exploring.

Dedicated to Inspiring and Educating



Will Steger
Will Steger was born in Richfield, Minnesota. After many 
accomplishments, he now lives on a houseboat on the Mississippi. 
He travels extensively, speaking to groups about climate change. 



Steger and his Trans-Antarctic Expedition 
team struggle to pack their sleds during a 
ground blizzard.



Owatonna High School Graduate 
Climbed Highest Peak in North America

Jonathan Ruth, a 1990 
graduate of Owatonna 
High School, climbed 
Mt. McKinley in 1993. 



What are the characteristics of an explorer?

What would you take on a trip to the North Pole?


