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1851

Treaty of Traverse des
Sioux is signed with

the Dakota Sioux
’ g at St. Peter, ceding
&5/ %KGM ) ; €., lands to the United

WELCOME TO THE STEELE COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OUR MISSION IS TO
PRESERVE AND SHARE OUR HISTORY TODAY
FOR TOMORROW

States government for

settlement.

1854

Owatonna area settled
along the Straight
River
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1853

The Medford area is |

settled

|
1855

1857

Waseca County is
organized from the
western half of Steele

County

Steele County is
officially organized |
from a portion of Rice |

County

1860

The first Steele County
Far is held

1860

|
1862

1866

The Dakota Sioux

I
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| Uprising occurs
I
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1858

August 9

Owatonna is
incorporated as a town

The railroads arrive in
Owatonna.

1867

The railroads arrive in
Blooming Prairie

1874

Blooming Prairie is
incorporated

1883

September 2-8
Owatonna hosts the
Minnesota State Fair

\
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1877
September 10
The Minnesota
Academy for high
school boys and girl is
established, later being

remaed the Pillsbury
Academy in 1886

1897

rings.

1898 . 1940

Steele County is known
as the “Butter Capital
of the World”

N~

1886

Construction begins
on the main building
for the State Public
School for Dependent

and Neglected
Children

Otto Josten opens a
watch and jewelry
repair shop, soon

expanding to make

scholastic pins and

1901

Ellendale, named after

Ellen Dale Ives, is
incorporated

1900

1906

Louis Sullivan,
architect known for
the Prairie School of
architecture, travels to
Owatonna for the first
time

l
1908

Construction of the

1912

Harry Williams, Jr.
(Pillsbury Academy
graduate, 1896) and
Jack Judge release
“It’s a Long Long Way
to Tipperary,” which
goes on to become
an international hit
associated with World
Wars I and 11

1904

Federated Insurance is
founded in Owatonna
as the Minnesota
Implement Mutal Fire
Insurance Company

Farmers’ National
Bank building,
designed by Louis
Sullivan, is completed

1915

Steele County buys
75 acres of land for
the construction of
a county home and
use as the county fair

grounds

1919
Malt-O-Meal is created
in Owatonna by John
Campbell, shortly
before he moves his
company to Northfield

1940 N 1920

I
1927
The Steele County Fair
officially becomes the
Steele County Free
Fair, charging no walk-
in admission fee

1936
The Steele-Waseca
Cooperative Electric
company extends
electrical coverage to

the rural areas of Steele

County

1930 1940

1939

Crown Prince Olav
and Princess Martha of
Norway visit Blooming

Prairie

1944-1945

Branch Camp #5 is
opened outside of
Owatonna, housing

more than 200 German

POWs during WWII
I
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MINNESOTA

1962
The Steele County
Historical Society
begins operations
of the Village of
Yesteryear with the
Saco Church being its
first addition
I

l
l
1963

as a State Park

1958

Construction begins
on teh first segment of
I-35, a ten-mile stretch

north of Owatonna

1968
The Steele County

Free Fair hosts its last
Butter Competition

Rice Lake is established

1970 1980

1974
The City of Owatonna
purchasess the
campus of the former
Minnestoa State Public
School for Dependent
and Neglected
Children for use as
offices for the city as
well as other local
organizations

1990

Bushel Boy Farms is
founded in Owatonna

1994

Blooming Prairie’s
commercial district is
added to the National

Register of Historic

Places

1995

1991

The film Angus was
filmed on location in

1998

Cabela’s opens north of
Owatonna along I-35

4860 I 2000

Owatonna, primarily at

the Owatonna Senior
High School

The Medford Outlet
Center opens

2004

Owatonna celebrates
its sesquicentennial

i
2003
Owatonna hosts the

North American Farm
and Power Show

Medford celebrates its
Sesquicentennial with
an extensive parade

2007

Owl City is founded in
Owatonna by singer/
songwriter Adam
Young

2012
The Steele County
Historical Society
completes its $3.3
million Hitory Center
building

|
2015
The Owatonna Public

Utilities power plant
is remodeled to serve
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as office space while
preserving itsiunique
architecture
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A 12-block area
of Owatonna'is
recognized as'a
National Historic
District
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